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For the top growers, north and south, this is the fourth great vintage in a row

The very nature of the Rhône valley, over 200km in length, means that generalisations are hard to make. Apart from sharing the 
river, there are few similarities between the northern and southern wine growing regions, from topography to grape varieties to 
climate, and in 2018 these differences were thrown into stark relief. 

The growing season was consistent right across Europe, with a very wet spring which would prove, in many cases, be the saviour of 
the vintage, followed by an incredibly hot summer; as ever, the devil is in the detail, particularly in relation to the Rhône Valley. The 
wet spring was incredibly beneficial to the northern regions, refilling water tables and allowing vines to draw deep when the hot 
weather came, however in the south the rain persisted until well into June, bringing mildew in its wake, on both leaves and nascent 
fruit and, for many, this cut their production by a significant margin.

Fine weather during flowering in the northern part of the Rhône meant that there was a large crop on the vine which was 
sustainable precisely because of the spring water reserves. This, in turn, had an additional benefit: in very hot summers, wines from 
the Rhône often present with uncomfortably high alcohol, however, in 2018, the large number of bunches meant that the alcohol 
was effectively diluted across the additional fruit, keeping freshness and focus in the wines. This has translated into some superlative 
wines from St Joseph in particular, with some very good examples from Côte Rôtie and Cornas; the wines are mineral and 
structured, with the ability to age for several years to come.

2018 was a more troublesome vintage for white wines, with high temperatures and high yields combining to reduce the focus of the 
wines; however, there are some excellent Condrieus to be had, such as those from Stéphane Ogier and Pierre Gaillard, but they are 
the exceptions rather than the norm.

In the south, once the mildew had been routed, the very hot weather kept the fruit healthy right through to harvest, although the 
yields are down in particular in the Châteauneuf heartland of the Crau, where many of the vines are old and planted on very poor 
soils. The upside for the wine lover is that the quality of the wines is very good, with broad, rich fruit, ripe supple structures and an 
alluring combination of spice and ripe fruit. These wines are more approachable in their youth than normal, but with a plethora of 
ripe tannins to give them the requisite structure to evolve too.

The Rhône 2018 vintage is offered in bond and will be shipped in the spring and autumn of 2020. Please let us know at the time of 
ordering if you would like to store your wines with Private Cellar Reserves LLP or take delivery of the wines Duty Paid.

Cover photos, courtesy of Le Clos des Cazaux
www.closdescazaux.fr



Southern Rhône

Château Beauchêne
For many of the smaller growers in the Rhône, whose wines don’t necessarily attract the headline prices 
of some of the major négociants, it is a risk to convert to organic or even biodynamic production and 
risk the loss of a whole year’s fruit. Many, like Château Beauchêne, have therefore been following a new 
intermediate regime and are now certified HVE – Haute Valeur Environnementale – at the highest level. 
This proves that they are looking after their environment, from encouraging bees, protecting insects and 
birds and, most importantly, keeping any pollution such as dirty water away from the natural environment 
until it is clean enough to re-join the water source. It is a real achievement and, as the new generation are 
coming on board, the changes are evident in the quality and precision of the wines.

Côtes du Rhône Grande Réserve Blanc  2019 12 per case £66

Pale gold with an attractive floral tinged nose of lime blossom and honeysuckle with citrus notes and a subtle fresh herb element. 
Ripe, orchard fruit on the palate, creamy lemon with zesty citrus behind, fine acidity with waxy floral notes coming through on the 
finish, a wine for instant gratification. Drink 2020 -2021

Côtes du Rhône Viognier 2019  12 per case £85

Bright gold with a flamboyant, floral nose, orange blossom with a hint of bay leaves, leading to a palate of very attractive fruit, 
delicious honeyed pear and apple flavours, mineral, moreish and with a white peachy note, flowers and a vein of acidity to keep it 
fresh and lively. Drink 2020 - 2022

Premier Terroir, Côtes du Rhône  2018 12 per case £82

Deep red black with a nose of ripe damson and blackberry fruit, fresh, leading to a palate of ripe, briary fruit, bright and pure, with 
some earthy mineral notes, some dried herbs and black pepper, with supple tannins behind and going to a lightly spiced finish.
Drink 2021 - 2027

Châteauneuf du Pape Vignobles Serrière 2018 12 per case £175

Deeper red black with a lovely, generous nose of sloes and damsons, ripe and rich yet very pure with some dried herb notes behind. 
Autumn fruit flavours lead on the palate, textured and velvety with evident, ripe tannins giving structure, intense with a touch of 
mocha and some herby garrigue notes too, black pepper and spice, going to a long, tarry finish. Drink 2024 - 2030

 £ per case
 in bond



Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe & Domaines Brunier

At Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe, Daniel Brunier estimates that they lost around 30% of their crop from 
the mildew, with their old Grenache vines on the Crau being particularly badly hit, whilst their Domaine 
Les Pallières vineyards in Gigondas yielded an average 11 hectolitres per hectare instead of the more 
normal 30 hl/ha. What is certain is that the quality of the wines is very good, with an alluring combination 
of spice and ripe fruit. They are more approachable in their youth than normal, but with a plethora of 
ripe tannins to give them the requisite structure to evolve too.

Gigondas Les Racines, Domaine Les Pallières  bottles 2018  6 per case  £125
Domaines Brunier magnums  3 per case £130

Red black to the rim with a nose of lovely sweet, jammy red and black fruits, spiced and warm, tarry and brambly, leading to a palate 
underscored by delicious spice and freshness, really juicy and ripe, floral with hint of cinnamon and clove; dense and sweet, with 
superb balance and with lovely Grenache characters to the fore, going to a long, floral, spiced finish. Drink 2021 - 2028

Châteauneuf du Pape Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe 2018 6 per case £220

Red black but not dense to the rim with a nose of rich, ripe red and black fruits, some creamed and spiced, lightly jammy too, leading 
to a palate of deliciously intense red fruits, with wonderfully perfumed Grenache right to the fore. Really overt and tasty, with fine 
tannins behind, rich and ripe then truly long and satisfying on the finish. It will need only a couple of years to begin to show its true 
colours but will then grow and evolve over many more. Drink 2022 - 2035+

 £ per case
 in bond

Terms and Conditions for En Primeur Purchases

Wines purchased “en primeur”, prior to being shipped, will be delivered up to 18 months after release, depending on the region. 2018 Rhônes will be shipped 
in Spring and Autumn 2020.

Prices for wines sold en primeur are quoted “in bond”, exclusive of UK Duty, VAT and onward delivery but including shipping. Payment terms are 30 days 
from date of invoice. Unless otherwise stated, prices quoted are per case of 12 bottles (12x75cl). 

Cancellation of an order for en primeur wines will be accepted by Private Cellar only if made within seven working days from receipt of your invoice, in 
writing, to 57 High Street, Wicken, Cambridgeshire CB7 5XR.

Wines are offered subject to availability and may be subject to allocation. Please confirm your eventual delivery instructions at the time of your order. When 
shipped, your wines can be delivered to you and you will be invoiced for Duty, delivery and VAT at the prevailing rate. Alternatively, your wines can be stored 
in bond in the Private Cellar Reserves LLP account at the specialist wine storage facility, Vinothèque, for an annual storage fee.

Orders for en primeur wines may be made by telephone, e-mail or post and confirmation of your order or allocation will be on the issue of our invoice.

Please visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms & conditions

E&OE



To order, or for advice and assistance, please contact your salesperson
or call us on 01353 721 999

Domaine Le Clos des Cazaux
Jean-Michel Vache is one of that rare breed who has no truck with fads and fashions but prefers to make 
his wines as simply and cleanly as possible. For the record, organic and biodynamic practices definitely 
count as a fad or fashion, and he prefers to look beyond the ‘how it is made’ to the ‘what it actually does’ 
in an attempt to avoid the unintended consequences which are part and parcel of putting non-native 
products onto a vineyard. His wines show incredible purity of fruit alongside a real sense of place and 
always represent some of the best value wines in the Rhône.

Vacqueyras Cuvée des Templiers  bottles 2018 12 per case £120
 magnums  6 per case £130

Deep purple red to the rim with a tight, savoury nose, some blackcurrant notes, fresh and leafy yet underscored with ripe, more 
exotic fruit, including mulberry, with big black skinned fruit behind. On the palate, fresh black fruit, substantial, with big supple tannins 
in support, again a mulberry note, rich and full bodied going to a long, satisfying finish. Drink 2022 - 2028

Gigondas Tour Sarrazine bottles 2018 12 per case £140
 magnums  6 per case £150

Deep, intense purple black with a tight, savoury nose with some jammy black fruits behind, almost cooked red berries and black 
jelly notes leading to a palate of fresh red berry fruit, very stony and mineral with tight tannins behind, some mulberry notes, very 
restrained and unyielding at this stage but with all the right ingredients. Drink 2023 - 2030

 £ per case
 in bond



Domaine Font du Vent
Formerly known as Font de Michelle, in 2016 the Gonnet brothers, third generation Guillaume and 
Bertrand, who are currently at the helm of the Domaine, combined their two family properties under 
the name of the larger estate, Font du Vent. Beyond the name, nothing else has changed and the focus 
of this Bédarrides winery is still very much on Châteauneuf du Pape. The vines are on the Crau plateau, 
famous for its galets or round stones and incredibly poor soils which make the vines work hard for their 
nutrients, giving greater intensity and minerality to the wines. Despite being hit by mildew, like many other 
Châteauneuf producers, the quality of the vintage was so good that the family have released their Cuvée 
Etienne Gonnet, made from extremely old vines, a wine which they only release in exceptional years. 

Châteauneuf du Pape bottles 2018  6 per case £115
  magnums  3 per case £125

Bright ruby red with a deliciously alluring nose of sweet black and red fruits, mineral yet effusive, some violets too; musky, and 
distantly spiced. On the palate, sweet black fruits with floral notes underscored by substantial tannins, intense and sweet, this really 
grows on the palate, very youthful and alluring with a long, rich, intense finish. Superb. Drink 2022 - 2030

Châteauneuf du Pape Cuvée Etienne Gonnet 2018 6 per case £200

Deeper red black, more intense with a nose of austere fruit, with violets and herbs yet still restrained and so much more grown 
up and enticing. On the palate, lovely sweet red flowers, some herbs and garrigue notes, really primary and fresh, very Grenache-
infused, sweet and intense, with notes of white pepper and again flowers, with a firm tannic structure behind balanced by bright 
acidity going to a truly alluring finish. Delicious. Drink 2023 - 2035

Domaine des Bernardins
It is a long time since we dived into the Beaumes de Venise pool but tasting the wines from Domaine des Bernardins reminded us 
just what we had been missing. The Domaine was founded in the late 19th Century by the Castaud family and still remains in their 
hands, currently being run by Renée Castaud and her daughter, Elisabeth, son-in-law Andrew Hall and grandson Romain. Their 25 
hectares of vineyards are dominated by Muscat, both in the white and red versions, although the classic Rhône varieties – Grenache, 
Syrah, Cinsault etc – are also present. The aim is to continue the family traditions so there is no skin contact, no added yeast and no 
oak involved, and the nature of Muscat de Beaumes de Venise is that fermentation is stopped by the addition of pure grape alcohol 
allowing the natural sweetness of the fruit to shine through. We cannot recommend this highly enough.

Muscat de Beaumes de Venise 2018 6 per case £80

25% Muscat à Petits Grains Noir, 75% Muscat à Petits Grains Blanc 
Lovely pale pink in colour, oeil de perdrix, with a luscious Muscat nose of sweet white fruits, really alluring, leafy and fresh. On the 
palate, a delicious combination of racy, grapey white fruits, intense with fine acidity behind, the alcohol completely masked by the 
sweet ripe fruit, going to a deliciously leafy, ripe, opulent and luscious finish. Stunning. Drink 2020 - 2028

 £ per case
 in bond

 £ per case
 in bond



Northern Rhône

Domaine Pierre Gaillard
Unusually, Pierre Gaillard does not come from a wine background but was bitten by the wine bug at an 
early age, going so far as using a horse to plough some land (not his) whilst only a boy. Having studied 
at Beaune, he became vineyard manager for Vidal Fleury in the Rhône and bought his first vineyard 
in St Joseph in 1981; the estate now comprises some 25 hectares whilst his daughter Jeanne has also 
been quietly buying up vineyards too and has just under 20 hectares to her own name. Pierre is fiercely 
traditional in his approach to wine making whilst Jeanne is more experimental, whether using whole 
bunch fermentation or trialling the use of amphorae on some of their top Côte Rôtie vineyards – all part 
of a greater learning curve.

Condrieu l’Octroi  2018 6 per case £155

Pale gold with an initially tight nose of peachy fresh fruit, honeyed and opening up to some caramel too leading to a soft, supple 
palate with lovely juicy fruit behind, light acidity, peachy and warm with good rounded definition and a bright finish.
Drink 2021 - 2023

Cornas  2018 6 per case £130

Intensely deep purple black, impenetrable to the rim with a stony mineral nose yet fruity at the same time, relatively overt leading to 
a palate of big red and black fruits with new oak behind the black fruit, sweet and toasty, with substantial ripe tannins going to a rich, 
grilled coffee and black fruit finish – very silky. Drink 2024 - 2030

Côte Rôtie 2018 6 per case £170

Deep, intense red black with a rich, more austere black fruited nose, some dark chocolate notes with creamed black skins, grilled 
and fresh. On the palate, big black fruits, more accessible than the nose implies yet more structured too with attractive floral fruit, 
mulberry, and black chocolate behind going to a fresh, long finish. Drink 2024 - 2029

 £ per case
 in bond

Wines are offered per case, in bond, subject to remaining unsold.

To order, or for advice and assistance, please contact your salesperson
or call us on 01353 721 999

www.privatecellar.co.uk



Les Vins de Vienne
Initially a collaboration between Pierre Gaillard, Yves Cuilleron and François Villard to reinvigorate the 
forgotten vineyards on the western banks of the upper Rhône opposite Condrieu and Côte Rôtie, Vins 
de Vienne now owns vineyards in its own right on both sides of the river, making wines from the more 
classic wine regions on the eastern bank of the Rhone. The aim is always focus and precision, with an 
emphasis on terroir, with each lieu dit expected to express the individuality of its soils. Winemaking is 
classic here, neither flamboyant nor trying to create something new, with new wood used sparingly at the 
top end of the scale.

St Joseph Le Biez  2018 6 per case £115

Deep purple red with a gorgeously alluring nose of restrained red flowers, mineral and earthy, perfumed, layered and really 
attractive, leading to a palate of lovely racy red fruits, mineral and stony, with fresh acidity and crunchy yet supple tannins, and going 
to a lovely, long rich finish. A perfect example. Drink 2024 - 2028

Cornas Les Bacillants 2018 6 per case £140

1.2 hectares on granite, with 40 year old vines in three lieux dits. Deep red black with a floral nose, with tight black fruits behind, 
some earthy notes, crushed black skins lightly spiced with a touch of violets and crème pâtissière. On the palate, more violets and 
spice with some herby notes too, really lovely wine with big ripe tannins coming through on the end, smoky and rich, intense yet not 
heavy going to a long finish. Drink 2025 - 2030

Côte Rôtie Les Essartailles 2018 6 per case £170

2 hectares in Ampuis with vines from four lieux dits on schilst and gneiss, averaging 40 years old; some fruit is destemmed prior to 
fermentation. Deep red black with lovely perfumed black fruits, some exotic, with musky notes behind, rich and really alluring yet 
restrained at the same time, earthy and plummy too. On the palate, rich, dense black fruit, fresh with a good bite, some mulberry and 
even loganberries, grilled, ripe and intense  and going to a really perfumed, long, toasty, vibrant finish. So alluring! Drink 2025 - 2030

 £ per case
 in bond



Domaine Stéphane Ogier
Having taken over the reins at the family Domaine some 20 years ago, Stéphane Ogier continues to 
innovate and excite with his wines. Previously, the family sold fruit to the top négociants (including Guigal 
and Chapoutier) but Stéphane uses all the fruit for his own cuvées now. His Viognier de Rosine, a humble 
Vin de Pays Rhodaniennes, and Côtes du Rhône le Temps Est Venu Syrah are essentially Condrieu and 
Côte Rôtie in miniature, with a focus and intensity sometimes not found even at the senior level, and it 
goes without saying that his Condrieus and three Syrah based wines – St Joseph, Cornas and Côte Rôtie 
– are supreme expressions of their appellations. He prefers to release his wines when they are in bottle, 
so we are only offering three wines here, with the top Côte Rôtie to follow in 18 months time.

Viognier de Rosine  2018 6 per case £85

From one hectare of vines with a very small amount of Roussanne included, fermented and matured in three- to four-year-old 
barrels. Bright gold with a gorgeously rich nose of tropical white fruits, peachy with a hint of almonds, really rich and alluring with 
some orange blossom notes too, going to a sweet, ripe palate, fresh and plump with warm tropical fruits with light acidity behind to 
balance. Drink 2020 - 2022

Condrieu La Combe de Malleval  2018 6 per case £165

Three hectares split between Malleval and La Combe, with production in 2018 hit firstly by spring frost and then drought; fermented 
and matured in large oak barrels. Pale gold with lovely fresh leafy fruit on the nose, mineral and saline with a distant peachy note but 
still very fresh and restrained; on the palate smooth and sweet on entry, again a mouth-watering, saline note with lovely layers of 
fruit, fresh and vibrant, leafy and peachy, with a delicious long finish. Stunning wine. Drink 2022 - 2028

Le Temps est Venu, Côtes du Rhône, Stéphane Ogier 2018 6 per case £45

From vines aged between 30 and 50 years old with whole bunch fermentation in concrete and no oak ageing. Red black with a 
proper Syrah nose, white pepper, some violet notes, leading to a palate of rather firmer black fruits, mineral and tight, wet stone and 
again a hint of white pepper, with some sweetness behind but quite puritanical at this stage. Rich and spiced on the finish, with lovely 
elegance. Drink 2021 - 2026

To order, or for advice and assistance, please contact your salesperson
or call us on 01353 721 999



Domaine Vincent Paris
Working close to the banks of the Rhône itself, in an industrial warehouse, Vincent Paris is living proof 
that the real magic happens in the vineyards regardless of how photogenic the cellars are. His eight 
hectares of vines are principally on the steep slopes of Cornas, with 1.5 hectares in St Joseph, and he 
practices minimal intervention, except on some of the extreme slopes where it is just not practical to do 
everything by hand and he has to resort to some sprays in extremis. New wood is not in his canon as he 
feels it detracts from the Syrah, so he uses second hand barrels and only buys some every other year. His 
wines remain firm favourites, focused and intense, and perhaps some of the best examples of Cornas and 
St Joseph to be found.

St Joseph Les Côtes 2018 6 per case £90

Vibrant red black, not dense, with a lovely savoury nose of black fruits, some tar and spice, sweet and ripe, leading to a palate of big, 
smooth black fruits with lots of fine ripe tannins behind bags of fruit and some violet notes too going to a spiced, floral and mineral 
finish. Really nicely done. Drink 2022 - 2027

Cornas Granit 30 2018 6 per case £120

The name refers to the angle of the slope, coming from vineyards on 30% gradients. Deep red black, intense to the rim with a nose 
of ripe, juicy black fruits, sweet and spiced, smooth and alluring leading to a palate with more blackberry and black currant notes, 
very primary and less savoury, spiced and rich with tarry, floral notes on the intense, long finish. Lovely depth. Drink 2023 - 2029

Cornas Granit 60, Domaine Vincent Paris 2018 6 per case £165

From vineyards on 60% gradients and with vines averaging 60 years old. Deeper red black with a nose of tight, tarry, creamed black 
fruits, with a very slight toasty note and a hint of exotic spice and musk, really intense and super-alluring. On the palate, big red 
and black fruits with substantial ripe tannins behind, floral, with bags of structure and backbone and more flesh too, going to a rich, 
structured, tarry finish needing some time to settle down. Drink 2024 - 2034

Cornas La Geynale, Vincent Paris 2018 6 per case £200

From hundred-year-old vines on a ridiculously steep, south facing slope. Deep, inky black to the rim with a nose of flowers – roses, 
rose water, violets – and black fruits too, really alluring, layered and rich without being over the top. Massive fruit attack on the 
palate, sweet, spiced, fresh, primary, with creamed black skinned fruits and big, super-ripe tannins behind with lovely layering and 
balance going to a long, floral finish with a distant of hint orange blossom. This is absolutely superb and worth every penny. 
Drink 2024 - 2034

To order, or for advice and assistance, please contact your salesperson
or call us on 01353 721 999




